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The guru of the Colt .45 ACP, Jeff Cooper, has finally found a pistol that tops the

aold warhorse.

By Howard E. French

B I: is an exciting event when not only 2 new firsarm, but also
n mew cartridge, areives on Lhe shoating scens. It is deobly 50
when it is & new pistol that & bath doubls action as well as sub-
A5 coliber, wet bears the enthusiaste seal of approval of Cal. Jeff
Cooper. This new pistol is, of course. the Bren Ten chambered
for = brand new eartridge, the 10mm Aute. The pistol itself is
munufneturad in the United States by Dornaws & Dixon, whils
the ammumnition is from the respected Swedish frm of Morma,
In Fact, Jeff Cooper is 5o impressed with this autescartridges
commba that he hns hung op his Calt 1911 and wses the Bren Ten
ax his persomal sideprm, He also uses the Bren in his officinl duties

&i bead of the Gunsite Raven Corporation. The lago of Gunsite,
& s1ylered Haven, appenrs an cach Bren Ten

Lt 25 nat sasy o get o revoluticnary mew pdstol and cariridge
i pradiection and the Bren Ten i noe exception, Frolotypes were
aleowen at besst 4 years ago, howsver, it is just now, May af 1984,
that Giers & Amona received o pair af guns off the regular produc-
tian run for Lesting.

For those who are mierested, the name “Bren®™ is ted in with
the fankeas Brtish hght machine gun of WWIT fame. This gun
was developed from a Crech design buile at the Broo factory and
fimalized &t the Britssh Enfi=ld arsenal, The twe names, Brso and

in the Standard Model Sren
Ten, top, the stainless
steal frame iz [efl bright
wiile the Military/Police
Model features an atirac-
tive black oxide coating,

Col Jeff Cooper, the acknowied-
ged father of moderm combat
sheofing, has put his stamp of
approval an the Bren Ten T0mm
Aute, marking the first Hme

that he has approved of an arm
ather than the Colf Model 18171,
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BREN TEN

Enfield, were combined 10 fem the acro-
nym Hrzn

Brna is still a wosld leades in firearms
design and, in postwar veacs, prodoced an
ndvaresd deublessingle-actioned autoload:
ing pistal, the CF 75 in 9mm Parbellum.
TelT Cocper was impressed with the design
o £his arm, althowgh the minor Smm eal-
ber 14 phvanusly not his cup of tea, Dornaus
& Dhixan improved the basie Crech desagn
aml beefid it gp f0 handle the ol mew
Tmim Auwte roand, os well as the opiional
A5 ACE cartridge. Col, Cooper sugpested
that the famaus “Bren'” pccolade be ap-
phed 1o this new pisted with the additional
“Ten™ 1o indicate the wew caliber

Althoupgh net finanginlly invelved with
Darnans & Dixon, JefF did ngree to ser as
A conduliant as far ax design fentures were

concerned, His suggestion that the safey
e dvcd Rowver and o the rear wos Frith-
folly carricd out even theagh it means that
manpar meviskens wowld have Lo be mode do
the lockwork, And 40 11 went, untal JedF
Cooper was satisfied that the gun was
ready 1o go inte production.

Oar two pistols consisted of a Standard
Madel, which featurcs a blued 4140
chrome-moly steel slide mated o a slain-
less steel sndinefinished frame, and a bMili-
tary/Falice Model of the sames confipura-
Ltiom exmcepd that the stainless frame i fe-
ihed with o block oxide. All other specifi-
caliens are identicnl. Imcidentally, this

E 10, lerft, hils

This scraw cortrols the relsage of
e magazine so that it will elther
fall free or must be pulled loose.

harder and shools Hafter
than the venerable 45 ACF
that hvas raled the cambat
roosts for 50 many years.

The Bren Ten comes stack
with many fealures that
are custom with many com-
bat arms ineluding grooved
surfaces on both the fore
and aft pertions of the
pistal grip, These pro-

vide a firm grip aven

with swaeaty hands.
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combBination of conventional stesl and
cladmless clemel was a carefizlly thought ot
design objective. It is well known that
stainless sieef rubbang on stainless steel can
cakise galling.

11 5 also well known that the Amercan
shooding public likes stainless for its corro:
spom-resisiant features. The Bren Ten oom.
banses these two meetals whers it & feln it wilk
i the most good, The eorroston resistant
stninless is uwsed on the feame, whese i3 con-
facts swenty hands, and the carbon speel
slude rides effortlessly and withour galling
an this frame. This was not an arbitrary
decwion. The Arst POty P had Bath a
slainless slide and frome, however, galling
develaped alter abowt |0 {0 1,500
rounds when the potent f0mm ammo was
fired 10 Lhis cambinntion. Darnaus & Dix-
o Lhen ned fo wse dissimilar stainless
sleels i the frame ard slide and have them
hican treated to different hardnesses. Agnin,
all was well wati] about 1000 rounds
churned up the barrel and galling again
reared tg agly head. For these reasons the
Bren Ten now boasts the combination car-
bon sheed slide and staimnless frame.

cottitae on page $0
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The magazine well of the Bren Ten
i5 beveled for fast magazine
Insertion during combal courses,

Muamufactarer: Domnnks & Dison

Model: Eren Ten

Operation: Drouble/single: actian
Function: Erowmning short macail
Bamel length: & inches

Cherall length: BT inchies

Height: 5.50 Inches

Width: 125 inches

Wheighs {emptyl: 40 punces

A Lo Thumb reversible, and

firing pin bloclk

Sight rsliue 7 inches

Siaghis: 3 dot combat

Hiflinag: HH twist, 1 i 15

Capacisy: 11 rownds

Fimish: Hiued slides'sininloss
frams

Pooe= 55000, Miliary Pofice

with back oodde frams
5550




ThEErﬂn Ten faarﬂa the praven
threa-det combal gight combinalion
s popular with teday's shooters.

BREN TEN

The pistols come with fully adjuscable
rear sights and with & front sight that s rel-
atively easy fo replace should if be dam-
aged, or shoubd you wish to replace it with
i sight of a different heaght. Originally the
bushing alone retamed the sight inoits slot,
Towever, exhausiive fests revenled that dhe
bushing could locsen wnder sustained re-
coil leaving the frant sight somewhat
fems L hardly conducive 10 pan-paing acs
curacy’ The sight barrel bushing was modis
fied o dnclude a poll pin which locked bath
the front sight amd the baree! busling mia
place =0 that they could wo possibly jar
loase, no muntter how many foumds wer
fired, To remove the bushing and replace
the frems sight it is necessary 10 use a We-
imch drift panch 1o drive out the eoll pin
ance the slide is field stripped, The base of

the magazine can then bs wsed as a wrench.
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| The threaded muzzle bushing not
only serves to allgn the barrel,

but alzo firmdy locks the replace-
able front sight in its dovetsil,

The magazine can be wsed as a
wrench o remove the bushing.

The Bren Ten features 8 umigue firing pin .'-uk

which, when pushed in from left to right, makes it
Impossible fo inadvertantly fire this pistol,

The rear sight cequizes an Allers wrench,
which is furnished, o meake windage or cle-
vatian djustments. The rear sight lad foo
white dots that lies wp with the singls
white dot on the front sight For a rapid,
eye-gatching sight alignment,

The pistol, unlike mest dovble-action
autes, can b carried “eockad and locked™
a Ig the Coli 1911, This your first shot
from the Peather will have the same pull
and finger position as do all subsequent
shots. With the conventionnl TdA pistol,
yourr first shot, unless you dake the time to
manually pall the hammer {a full ceck, in-
variahly has a beag, heavy trigger pull that
i% tolally diflerent from the angle-action
trgger release, Ino addition, your linger
musl be reposalioned for a proper sngle-ac
Lo release. Thas has always been the bug-
abao with double-action autes, For many

vears Feff Cooper hins said that: A doulble-
oo autn is 2 seluetion for & prohlem char
dos nol exise.™

The Hren Ten solves Jeif's ohjections to
i DA anto—since it can be carried cocked
and lacked—while at the same time it doss
caler 16 those less profesionafly trained
than Jef who lke the doehi=-action first.
sluor capadlity. There are alse palice depare.
menis wa ace velally concermed wath the
image projected by an officer carrying a
lapded, cocked autoloading pistol. The
peneral publie, more in tune with revolvers
than autos, got downelght nervaus when
they see an officer careying a plstol inoa
gondition that they, aur of sk of knowl-
edpe, deem danperous

Son without question, the dauble-action
capability of the Bren Ten is a delimte pius
fneror, o obwviowsly alse cor o the arga-



The Jelf Cooper “Gunalght" Raven
logo appears on each Bren Ten,
visual proof of Cooper’s approval
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The recail spring guide not oniy
aitgits the spring ol also serves
a% a recoll buffer and has a slof-
ted screwdriver head far siripping.

The Bran Ten wses the Hme-proven
Browning short recoll system and ia
eagily broken down for rouline
cleaming, maintenance, or repairs.

ment that a revolver s more relinhle than
the nuto pistal. 11 you have 2 misfire with
the Bren Ten ancther tug on the DA trig-
ger will sirike the promer an additsonnl
blow and, wnless you hove dud amma, this
is u=unlly encugh to fire the rouned.

The Bren Ten is loaded with safeties al-
though, thankbully (and no deabl due o
Jelt Coopes’s urgings), i1 does nat have a
magazine disconnesl. It can be carried
Lracled wiath the hammer down ready for 2
guack I shat, laaded with hammer down
and Lhumb safety engaged for a reasonably
quick DA shol, eocked and locked for gin-
gle-action firmg of the fest shet, or a com-
binatian of all of the above n conjunction
with a firing pin Jock

The firing pin lock s located just below,

Dixon, leff, Cooper, and Dormals are
baetting that the Bren Ten will ba

the first sub-45 calitver fo

sariously challenge the Colt 1971,

and forward of, the rear sight. It 15 & efrea-
lar insert in the seeraticns that belp you get
a firm grip to pall back the slide. When
pushed i, left o right, it positively Iocks
the firing pin 5o that the hammer blow can-
not ke transmitted to the primer. Tt s re-
leased, nnturally, by pushing the now pro-
trucing hass hock te the left, The release
reguirss either changing the grip of the

carifmied an page 4
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