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By CHUCK TAYLOR

or more than three yvears, the combat

shooting publlc has eagery awakted the
appearance of the Bren Ten plstol, Cham-
bered for the 10mm auto cariridge, the
brafpchild of Jeff Cooper and manufac-
tarer Torabans and Dixon Enterprises hos
indeed been o long time coming and has
been framghi with coantless delays duoe Lo
production problems and failares. To Che
degree, in fuct, thal many who displayed
enihasinsm initially for the gun have Toumnd
themselves al firsl pureled and then gens-
imely anmoved at the semingly endless posi-
pixements of delivery with thele accompa-
nylkng excuses.

Evervone who knows anyibing about the
profeci—and, enfortenaiely, niany who do
nol—have eapoused all kinds of reasons as
t why this siiuation came to exlsi, none
oof which are very complimsentary and there-
fore will aot e reiterated here. Persomnal-
1y, it s my own opinion that ihose Copcern-
e with the Hrer Ten project simply failed
to reafize nad andersiund jusd how complex

=

amnd difficull building from scrutch & com-
pletely new, antried firenrm design can he.
To those wha hove vobosd 16 me thelr an-
bridled irritation ond sometimes o iy (hat
borders on sciually being irratlonal, 1 can
only say that I do nor agree that the pro-
ject ig a Yripoff?. My differencea with
Cooper are well known and I'm ot even
acqaalnted with Mesrs, Dormhaas and Drix-
on, 50 I have no personal interesis 10 pro=
tect or Invelvements (o perpetunie. T jost
can't see any valid reason why or how any-
one would stand o profit from soch & thing
and, more imporiently, know that Coaper
himself wouwld not involve himsell in soeh
a scheme, knowingly or oiherwise,

I ferl instead ihet my responsibility ns g
weaponsStactics consubant and journalist
is to examine first the theery, then the pe-
toal practicslity of the Bren Ten and its cur-
iridpe, then to comment wpomn its wsseds and
liabilitics relatye 1o {is manufaciurer's
claims: mo more, noe less. 1 akso feel it
necessary to siate that | write this texi bath
with apprehension and the hope thad those
who' read bfowill anderstand that I have
remdered iwith o malice towards Cooper

oranyone else, In this same veln, I ask that
the reader remember that §, too, am a re-
specied professtonal In the field with =
repaiation for hopesty, abjectivily and ex-
pertise and regard my comments only in
that light. In retern for this (rusl ssd
conrtesy, [ will diry very hard to be worthy
of the snsme.

First, b=t*s book at the theory of the Bren
Tea and the 10mm cartcidge. While i
might surprise many of yoo, the 10mem s
ot wew, actually dating back (o about 19464
and the Firsd attempi 10 rebuibd the Brown-
ing P35 (High Power) to chamber the
largpesl posssible cariridze (read thils increas-
ed stoppimg power withouwt a major
redesign and subsagwend increase In weapon
size and welght, In 5o dong, an inferesting
repetitbon of history was cnacted hecanse
the 9mm parabellum, the cartridge for
which the P-35 was originzlly chambered,
was bom in exactly the same way shartly
afier the turn of the century!

The first handgon chambered for the
“Oipara”™ was, of course, the Lager, which

Canfinned on page 42

BREN TEN:

SWAT Pistol Evaluation

Mnke: Eran Ten
Modal Sarvicn
Callber: 10mm
Dyarall Langth: 3,68 Inches21fmm
Thicknasa: 1.1 Inchas!/303mm
Helght: 5.3 inchesi3gmm
Waight, Unlaaded: 40 o218 Kg.
‘Walght, Loaded: 46.5 022.1KQ
Barmol

Longth: 4.8 inchasi1Z2mm

Twist: Right Hand

Mo, Leands & Groaves: 5
Skghts

Fronk

Width; 185 Inchas!3.8 mm
Sarated; Mo

Raar

Width; 8T inchas'28 mm
INuminntad; Yas -

Typas rampad, high wisibility, satisfactary

Insgar: Y5 — whitn dit, noneglowing
Typa: flxad, high wisibility, fragile

cual whike @i

Trgger

Typeswide, smpoth
Walkght: 6% 100148k, SATT40 I020.7 kg, DA

Latolf: muddy
Hamrar
Type: Sobbad

Widih: 317 inches!TH mm

Stocks

Deslgn: Satislaciany

Fit: Satisfaztory

Finlah: Satlsfactory

Ganaral FlY

Matal to Matal: Satisfactory
To Metal: Satisfactory

Magazing

Finkeh: Bluatitainless

Twpa: Datachabla box

Capacity: 10 rounds

Bushlmg, 1 any: Solid
Accuracy, 25 metars: 4.0 Inches'100 mm
General Rellability; Uinaatizfastory

Human Englnaaring

Handling Guallikes: Satlsiactany
Sharp Edges: Hon, axcalient
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A WORTHY SUCCESSOR

THE .45 AUTO?
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hud originally been chnu:lu{-ed Em- the
. 7.65mm parabellum, From feld trails and
-'-..mmh-!ua:-uirm:h, it was nscertuined thut
E .ﬂn 745 was a ponr mansiopper unless
| substuntisl bone was strack, In order o
R g.gﬂmtinmnl uhmh:mmwnﬂh:lmwl

i -ﬂngﬂmh of Lugers al:'ﬂlirh nrokifera-
,Hnra‘pmgm RS nldemhulu find ﬂlt

T
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O, Thus, a two-Tokld goal was achieved;

firal, while not exactly salisfactory o3 @
mansiopper, the bm was o goed deal bei-
fer than the 765 and, second, a total
redesign of the Luoger plstel was avoided.
Pretly I!IHE. eh?

Public interest in the T0mm P-35 was
minkmal and, aside from & few ohscure

‘camments upon it o the gun press, it pass-

ed imlo relative oblivien unlil about five
veEurs s, Al Cht time, I wos serving os

- Ahe Operations Officer for Cooper™s AFI

and relations befween us wene quite condial,
Un'a mumber of eecasions, we discussed in
detail the conceptoal potenttal for a car-
iridge soamewhere in belween the YmmP
and 45 ACP-that would fanction In a
sonall, handy gun Fke the Browning or the
then-new Ceech CZ-75-The CZ Is a neat
pistol, comifortable (o hold, vasy o carry,
accurate and with good human cRgecr-
img, even iF i does feature a doal IRACSA
mode of operation, At least the operaior
s the optlon of how (0 carry/use the guan,
This s, iheoreticzlly, the hest of both
warlds becawse police adminisiruters wihi
fear the “cocked und locked™ Coaditicn
(e carry of the 45 are placated by the
egfer” corry maede of the DA aolo. Yer,




at the same fime, the gun can also be car-
ried nndd operated in the more efficient 54
murde if the operator desires, The CF-T5 is
campact tied, and seems to be a hedter po-
tential home for the 10moy thon even thie
P-35,

I stressed do Jeff that 1 felt that ihe
“mew’’ 10mm gon should retwin the om-
pact, trim configuration of the P-35 or
CZ-T5 1o avoid direct competition with the
Colt MI911 series, which had, to say the
Ieast, a formidebie following inchuding ihe

_both of wi. 1f such & -gun tould be produc-
o and sold economically enough, I Feld thot
sufficient poblic interest might be generu.
bed . Ohiv the other hand, [ also feli strongly
that if such o pistol were made as large s
the Coll, it would ke “fout of its realm®,
particalarly in view of the entirely iheorti-
cal adequacy of the 10mm cortridge upon

which it depends as ils major selling podnt.
Another point 1 made In the discusslons
wus the concepl of o reversible ithumb safe-
Iy in deference (o the increazing numbers
of lefi-handed shooters in the wodd. Toall
of these thoughts, Teff was very receptive,

Although I was nid sobsequently inval-
ved in what eventually became the Rren
Ten projeci, I operafed API until Sepicm-
ber, 1980, at which time I resigned to carry
an my own endesvors, The finalization of

the concepd and the involvement beiween
Cooper, Domhaus and Dixen follawed,
The rest is public knowledge,

Several years “*down the road*’ when [
saw 1hi first Bren Ten profotype, [ wis smre
prived tosee that il wus so farge, a lilile hip-
ger even than e ubiquitons M191T il i in-
tended fo replace. I Felt then (and sl doj
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1) 10mm awto cariridgs, cenber,
£pans the thecrelical gap batwean
ihe 8mm parabellum and vanarabila
A5 ACP. At pregent, It sulfers fram
an axtrama lack of avallabliity, ax-
cesslve coat par round, and an infiial
laading which exhlblts all Indigations
of baing a bl 100 hot!

2} Mata large blamish in Blus in frend
i s|ection pon.

1) Author during flold irials of prao-
duction ‘samvice’ modal Bren Tan.
Found that functional mellability of
test gun was not as hoped and that
large, hoavy mase of slide o far
above hand causes sxcasnlve muz-
zla Mig.

4y Iniringic accuracy of Bren Tan is
adaquaie, but not supserior. Avarage
group sire measured about 4 Inches
at 25 meters, quite satisfactary for
combat

5) Vaunted penatration petential of
10mm carrdge falled to materlalie
whan both 8mm parebalium snd 45
ACP ponetrated fully as wall asz
Tomm agalnst test aulemablle, This
maans that, as always, theory musi
ba Judged by raality Instend of tha
aihar way nraund. The 19mm = atill
& plefol carteldge and, as such, Is sdlll
subjact to the limiatlons of pisiol
carridges. Qul of fve shots Hred at
Ihis target {seated In driver's ssat) of
gt vahicls though ddver's door from
T maters, only three ponairated, ane
of which did ge only In fragments.
Anaiher kayhobed. This performancs
ig, Tar all Intenis and purposzes, the
BAme a8 can be axpoacted of the
FmmP, AEF Magrum, .28 Spacial, 44
Speclal and 45 ACP, unloss spacial
nmmunition ls uiilizad.

that the biggest asset of the gun/cartridge
combination had been I6st, The result is,
unfortunately, that ihe profotype and ks
corrent. prodocion counberparts have 2
slide mass of considerable size, focated oo
high ahove the firing hand. This, In tum,
translates info wecentuated mozzle ftip,
semething about which all who have fired
the gum in, may presence, have commented
with alucrity, T alio found that the gon feels
somewhat awkward in- the avérage-sized
hand, dwe toits large frame. This 15 the
direct untithesis of the original concept and
both the P-35 and CZ-75 pistols,

Thus, 1 question the need For the 10mm
cartritge, at all, in 2 gua of such balk where-
a3 i wonld ud if in its proper configurn-
tiom. My testing, wilnessed by a dozen
knowledgeable shooters who carry & gun
for a living, has determined thad the 10mim

Backstrap of Bran Tan |& nicaly grooved
fo anhance fidng grip.

Mapgazine wall fontures an adequats 45 de
grae baval 1o allow sasler spead loading.
Howaver, the lagitimacy of spasd lrading
in itsalf placed aalde, the pronounced edge
of the beval ahould have baan rounded off
ar, batbar atllf, the bevel could have baasn
80, Instoad ol 45 degrean 1o allow maxdmem
taneflt.

Author found that best gun would fire with
slide as much aa 116tk Inch ol of bathary.
Consultations with gunsmith disclassd that
while locking lugs wore not actunlly dis.
angaged, prasaure vpon them was sagsd
And sngagament surfaces wers baginning
o saparate af this stage, Perhaps this len't
actuaily dongermdis—thosa consulind eplit
thelr viaws—but, it is dlaconcering.

lesell is ballistically equivalent to n sllghtly
altenuated 41 magnum. Yel, hecaose [
lacks the bulbel mass to balance its increas-
ed (1200 fps chaimed) bullet velocity, it fails
Lo deliver more nsable punch™ than the
A5, except in ihe purely thearetical (muz=
e energy) sense that we all know 1o be o
o point.

In addition, T find the 200 grain flatnose
MNorma loeding that 15 all one can obialn
As this i written, to be more than = litde
on e Chot'" slde, displaying flatiened,
cratered primers, numerous faflares bo ex-
tract gnd chembering reamer marks apon
tihve fired coses. A farther detriment §s (he
fact that the ammo is very expensive,
almost u dollar a shot; wnd avallable aly
from Dombaus and Dixon, Back in eardier
distussions pertatning (o the 10mm, 1 staied
Lo Cooper my préference for keeplng pro-
Jectite velecities down to around SH0-950
fps to enbence control, prevent Y- penes
iration and yel sacrifice Hile o effective
siopplng power. He agreed ol the time. A-
lang the way, though, the concept appears
to have been cast aslde, perhaps to make
the ““shart form™ flgures look good,

The reams of advertising *Bype® pener-
ated on the Bren Ten and its cartridge are
ni more surprising or vehement than that
distributed by anyone ele who ks trying Lo
sell something, Business, afier all is husi-
ness, and for dhis reasan Domhaus and Dix-
on- shiuld not be judged too Barshly, Re-
member, phease, that i is as typical as the
fact that we often find (hat many of the
cliims do superodty by manufacturers and
those who inevitahly write about thelr pro-
ducts pre invalid. For lnstanee, one writer
glowingly described the Bren Ten 10mm ns
being alde to knock down stecl plates that
the .45 could not. In front of & dozen qual-
ifled witneses, | attempted to duoplicate this
feal, flnding instead thei the reverse was
true. The 4% conslstently demonstrated
more so-culled “knockdown'" abllity thun
the Himm at (ypical combat handpan rnges.
Surprising? Hardly, It is only & graphic
reconfirmation of Hatcher's theory that

bullet sass pnd cross-sectional firen, mot-

velocity, ure the critical Factors, Mass is in-
extricably linked with bullet weight s well
a5 velocily, you kiow, und, a5 elated amns-
ingly in the TV murgarine commerclal,
“It's mot mice o Toal Mother Moture!'' In
Faet, it simply cannot be done.

Az for the gun liself, I must say that T
wis very disuppolnted, snd not oaly be-
cause il wus so large snd clumsy in my
hand. The profosion of casting ‘machine
marks fonnd all over it are disquicting, so
much so that [ fell obligated (o contact twn
of my associsies with access to a produc-
tiom Bren Ten to see iF this waz the norm.
The answer cumie back pn emphatic discon-
certed ““yes'", Moreover, thelr reactions 1o
the gun’s performance mirrored mine,

From the bench, the pistol prinis gromps
that average aboat four imches; ool spoc-
tacular, bul certainly good enough for o
service gun, (My own criterde for this iz
simply thut the weapon must be capable of
phacing all of its shots In 2 man's chest &t
0 meters and this is far better than anyome
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cin aclaally sheot under the stress of real
cambal.) What does concern me greatly is
the 10 percent-plas rate of failures io eject
that I experlenced because reliability is
wlthowt guestion the mast imporiant char-
acteristle of a weapon upon which one bets
his life. In uny event, [ see this as a serious
priblem requiring immedlate rectiffcation.
These, then, form the nocleus of my
reactions (o the Bren Ten 10mm pistol. In
reviewing my notes, | find them o e
moderately negative and perhaps this is
mislending, The Bren Ten 8 not unother
“Jammamaiic’” such as the old LES P-15;
ool by o long shot, However, I am very
much disappoinied [n it becawse jis concept
as originully created, has Immense potential
and T um sorry to see it again unfolfilled,
The mure one handles the Bren Ten, the
miire il becomes apparent thal il s a weu-
pon ithat s creators have tried to make in-
1o e many things, And, in 30 doing, it
geeomplishes nothing that already existing
wrms of varkons calegories do nal already
gecomplish, It bas loo many entirely theo-
retical features that are aniried and some
that are known to be invakid in the first
place. The clumsy feel of the gun, ifs
“gadgely”” appesrance and poor findsh; iy
firing pin block, its 6,75 I, 5A and 14 Ih.
IvA trigger and its stormy history o date,
ull indicate that somewhere along the line,
stemebody forgof the very heart of the com-
hat handgun—simplicity—and insiead got
sidetracked with complexiiy. As such, the
Bren Ten represents what Cooper himself
has often lbelled as an “ingenius solotion
to @ non-cxlstent problem'’ and is hardly
“combat ready”', as claimed, rght from
the hox. For a price of about $500, I ex-
pect much, much more than this from both
the pistel and the cartridge (which, by the
way, peneirules no betber on vehicular
targets than the YmmP, 45, (357 mkgnum
or .44 Speciall),
As an effort to find something better, the

——

Trigger ls too wide to allow fruly sfliclen
single or doubbe=action manipulntion, It e
surprlsing 1o sew this on tha Bran Ten ba-
causs It phllesophloally coniradicts waas-
pon consultant, JeH Cooper, complataly,

1 S W AT/ DRECEMBER 1984

Danlgn {laws aslde, ihe most displeasing
thing aboul the produciicn Bran Ten |s [ts
poor finlah, & multibede of castingimaching
marks nra avident all ower the weapon,
While cartalnly not an indication of fune-
tienal mllabllity, thana should nol be avi-
dent in a platel priced os high as the Bran
Tan.

An Intarosting teature of the platal ls the
ablbty to change the thumb safety from tho
Ioft to tha dght slde, This is a baan 1o kot
handers and long overdus. Howaver, nota
infamous 'sen Inairuclicnal mansal bador
firlng® stamplng belaw. In authoer's opinlan,
this datracia greatly lrem fhe gun as dosn
a slmller warning slamped in the top of the
slide In front of the rear aight.

Frant sight of Bren Tan s larga, wall
ramped and onslly sean at speed. Unlor
funately, the theory of having the front
slghts balng easily Interchangeabls by
slmply unacmwing the mukls bushing falk
ed the tasi of reality and the slght ihus had
to ba plnned &t the factery. This should
hova boan detacted and rectifled much
garfier in 1ha weapon's resaarch and dewvel-
cpmont program,

Bren Ten is worth noting, hat as an attempi
@il producing a handgun thai is genuinely
Auperior (o the Calt 45, I'm afraid that &
Tulls very, very short, Perhaps someday ilse
ariginal concept of the 10mm anlo-pisiol
will be uguin resurrecied and developed 1o
its Tull peiential, T sincerely hope 50, which
might surprise those who think that I am
dogmatic because [ support what I know
to work instead of “progress™ solely lor
ity own sake,

But, antil that day comes, 'l stay wiih
the 45 autn. It's nod perfect, nol by any
menns bui, us the best availlable compro-
mise hetween slopping power, weapon coi-
Irelability, humun engineering and fune-
fional relinbility, i remuing way, way shead
of everything else. 1'm nol one given gens
erally to making predictions, bui I'll make
this one: The Bren Ten will never win, all

Continwed on poge S
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CAN’T FIND

BREN TEN

Contined from page 44
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SWAT VIPER

EXCLUSIVELY FOR
THE ARMED PROFESSIONAL
Whea '.lt-:lips m-:ll:-'n ang
s (1 S.W.ALT.

Urilg, Thes huwe by make
decighord quickly ard recpong

; , Instantly Decauss lives ars at Cwer the past zeveral issues of |
lake, T t - 2
i 15”'.]. sl b.w..."-";.'l“. M:Lga_zmt, we hawve :
; L T received concerning amounts of
Bieio : e :
e i Lo mail pertaining to the un- g|
B

et availability of 3.W.AT. on local Far thosa whao pmfar lliuminated sights, &

l;ELt_ﬂi!nl.TH y
:.';,!.,hﬁ 3';'|||'| newsstands. white, three-dot system |5 fantured. Author
It order to assure that Ia agalnst 8l such devicos on the grounds
S.W.A.T. is being distributed hat they are unnecassary and confuss nor-

o specifioally 1o crisls
sitsabians. i is 1he
: “mal ayes al speed, thus increasing sight
properly, we have prepared a 0| piciure acquisition time, bul teals alsc that
guestionaire to find our §| ferthoese with vigion problems, three dot
troubled areas.

paitarm is 1he best compromise.
Please help us to better serve
vou by filling out the ques-
tionaire below and returning it to
s a5 soomn as possible. Thank |
you far your time and trouble in
this martter.

epitome of shyle ang
M fenction, Dasigaed o be
wern geer il Parkaer”
wedl bedy armar ke VIPER

it nateaEnly comloriabi
Prshily bin whain Thay
shauld ba far media, gleves,
sareliingr, gas caaisiar,

1L, and therd ané fEn pors
o bosh sedes, e waculden,

: eiboas Ard Ensss ane

Y  paidded with necprere
that mill rewsr base (ks rasiliency. Legs and sleeves
teree zipgers and eslcro closwees. The MEDUTA s
desigred o keep yaw ||:¢l.||pn'|-e1l: waers you gul il so
when pau reach far # . il's Hhere!

|:'|"1-i:| EEIE 5859
2701 5, Susan
Samta Ana, CA 92704

‘Creasbolt type lilng pin lock is unnacas-
£ary and presenia a potential hazard in that
it Iz aapily activated operalor's knowiadga
“dugign fleld carry. in a combat gun, this
would be the cause of a sedous, parhaps
terminal, problam. Hote alsa maching

Send to:
5.W.A.T. Magazine
P.O. Box 518
Cottonwood, AZ B6326

TIMEERSHEPHERD ™
TIMNIEE&JLFIGERARAN SHEPHERD HY DR

@ opan b BW.AT. Hpgadsa Hordrilai 168
el Srarvivel Gl B EgE e Riagalr 1B

g £ marks In top of silde above safely bar and
i 3 2 In frant of rear sight. These and a muttitude
i 5 £ (1) Your City & State “of cthar similar flaws In finlsh mar the ap:
EE “E-E pagrance of the gun.
ll ae =7 s
i a5
| 2: 53
| E A
|25 &5 : )
g o .jﬁ-:_c (2) Name and location s
:‘E,:E : = of local newsstand
o =
: 5
o S —— —_—
“FHJE’HE‘ AND PAH TH'FFI“
Livil Hvdil et Comiautiion ki Fam iy Prossci ke sHome

=k = EEE B0 T Pena o o S el Sriprun:‘ difF

ﬁgrrlllHJTﬂ::?:-:;ﬁﬁr;'E:;’:whﬂi Ao ||:I'I-Il"

FEPCErSE| KT e
D WeET COMFLURE The TIRTTH FESH EPHEERG el 16l Yo
wodl YV mmaphend mine goeely bred unsradiciali afad
uragiisole a8 3 proleexicnally Iminesd waking SO0
KEEMER BENSES of Gighs *kraring =hmel Tas any

DIt domestic beaesd
LEMAER LIFE SPAM fvpr (he Bodiwlslar sGamian
Shopherd +or Dobarminn Fircher
EVEMN TEMPERAMENT ldand fgr o family sth amal
chidéen. Tne TIRISERRREFHEAD s bivd sariiieheshy as
0 dopEidd woeing So— Dursilsd, Useful, Lids Long
o Ears o
oum TRAINIMG RESOURGCES whe anicnisies and moal
ervti=da, ot e |eiad? HeohiRioues. and erandsde
remacHy i owion By B LLS. Dusl. al Defesos Wilkany
Wisting Doy Peogam, «Fandy sHesoe sLiw Enlwece
meard (Fr or BPria e aliss shahaloaai! ! 2Fu
Heath sTemperamen| sHp SGuaraitsism sShisging
Wi e
LARF SECURITY SEAVICES, INC.
Bow 1850 (L1 Alken, S5 25800 (303 GS3-55306
Send 5200 For Brochura

(3) Do they currently
carry SWaAT?
If wes, are they properly
stocked per issue?
Yes L] Mo L

“Slkda redease and othar projacting pars arne
all nicaly de-homed to prevant infury foskin
Cand elothing; an excedlant faature. Sadly,
thumb salely is located 1o high to allow
comfordable manipulation by llring thumd,
diee partly to the faci ihat the exisnebon of
the fab Hself I8 j00 shor, praventing any
but the longost of thumbs from efflolsnt]y

(4) Comments aliing It

wther things heing equal, agsinst the A% 00
the sireet, butibefield or IPSC firing range.
A big statement and 1 Dully renkize i, but
1 make it nopeihekess,

“Maturally, only time will tell und T,
armong others, will certalnly be waiching.» -
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