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Bren Ten:

CONTENDER

OR

PRETENDER? ......

For a number of years, the author has owned, car-
ried and shot one of the rather rare CZ 75 9mms.
He has stated in the past, and reaffirms, that if he
could have one big bore handgun it would probably
be the CZ 75. It is quite simply, he maintains, that

good of a weapon.

t szemed @ good idea at the time ...

Take the exceprionally fine Crechoslo-

wvahinn CETH Srom sened-autormatic hand-
gun, wmd, sines o communist-blo country is
inwalved, appropriate the design. Develop
brand new cartridee for it, somewhere be-
ween the Bmm and the 45 ACE, with the
better Teatures of both, and none of the s
called shortcomings,

TEe st oof bedh warlds?

For & number of years | have owned, car-
ried, &and shot one of the rather rare (in this
country] CZ 75 %mms, [ have staied in the
pasr, and I will reaflicm, if | oould have bt
ong big-bore handgun (and T hope thar newer
happens), it would prabably be the CF 75

i s, guite simply, that good,

It has a matural feed like no ather handpun,
Thiz is obyvioushy & rather subjective thing,
and somethdng that is Gffcult to explain, But
it 15 also Eunl{'lll.il:'lg that bias besn confirmed
by meost who have spent tome with the CF
V&I fesls “rightes' o the hand, no matter
how small er lange the hand be. [t seems fo
consistently find its Ltargen easily.

The CF 75 has e smacthest double-
action of any semi-zuto parol 've ever fired,
smaather than many revolvers, even some
tuned ones, The shift from double-action to
single-action is there, bul s almos im-
perceptible,

It is & most comiortablo plece Lo shool,
with the mild recoil and muzzle blas: of the
W, and mine has been W0 percent
reliable,

Bul encagh., It's quite obvious teat 1 think
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highly ol the CZ 75, What of iz “*basgard ™
of fspeing, the Bren Ten? Is it another CZ 735,
onky better?

The Brewm Ten, at this writing, bs scarce,
having sulfered innemerable delays in ship.

ment. There have been many months al

magazine problems, Mevertheless there are
A few oun there, and 1 hve managsd [0 spend
a little time with one.

[ should state firstly that 1 was prepared
i like the Bren Ten, that [ really wanted 10
like it. The bdea of an American “*CZ 75"
in & caliber with a kit mores stopping powe
than the ¥mm excited me. But, just as can-
digdly, 1 coms away disappointed,

The Bren Ten s rof anather CF 75, In oo
way docs the Bren Ten have the “good feel®
of the CZ. In no way does it have the smooth
trigger, The Bren feels large, 'notc-quite-
comfortable’ (admitedly I do not have a
large hand, bt this goes wrroliced with the
CE). The trigger-pull i= heavy, both douhle-
acticn ancl 5ir|_q|_h'||:l:i.-;‘:-rL_

I will net speak of eeliabilily,- since there
was insefficient testing. Therefore, for the
pucpses of this article we shall assume ioca)
relability.

The Einish of the Bren is inferior to the OF
T3 (1 understand the factory is aware of this
amcl is toking seps w corvecl same,|

Ihere is a crasshal firing pin Bock safe
by on the shide just above the thuneb salety
thar, to my mind, is both easily and in
advertently activated, particularly in the
stress of omnbat, sffectively putting the
weapon ouwl of aciion,

The authoer alzo has a high regard for
Smith & Weasson's discontinuad MMZF
35T shown above next to @ pair af aar
prafaciars e compara size. Right, Tha
Bran Tan Spacial Forces. The finish of
tha Bran Ten is inforior to tha GZ 75, As
far stopping power, one axpert claime
thatthe Bran Ten 10mm will knock down
stanl plates that the .46 ACP won'i,
while anothar axpert states the reverse,
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Extramea left, tha Bren Ten Standard
& fTull gize sami-autamatic
combat pistol. Left, tha Bren
:kat Wladel is 8 compaot heavy
auty pistol, It i3 not a cut-down full
size medal but rather a totally
saparate design that incorporates mast
af tha full size medel.

plaz
paTt

| ates of the | Omm
i% sharper than gl

Bren Ten's Jeoff Coopoer's Commamorn-
tive. Its nicaly crafted, dull fur
al. full skze, pnd sporis & beautitul finish.




pears closed. And if history @5 any judge it
will be a very long time before new hand-
AT CAT I:-:i.l:l.L.'-EE consicleration  comes up
ILERLN

Criher enilicarbes are not likely, either, The
Brem Ten salesean would necessanily go call-
ing in & Srm world, and beyond that thers
seems 10 be a cerrain pecking order o arms
manufasiurers.

[t is unlikely thar many, if any, polics
agencies will adopt the Bren Ten Lomm. First
off, it is & rather cxpensbve gun (the 1954
price list shows a wholesale of $375.00 and
2 refail of 500,00 For the Standard Madel-
the distributor price on the good old S8W
MIO MEP 38 Special is around 516000,
Then there is the matter of recoil and muz-
e hlast., Even professional lww enborce-
ment afficers have problems with sach.
There would probably b crics of “overs
penetration, '’ as there have been with the
5T,

Where, then, can this test by combart take
place? It would seem thar only some in-
dividuals, and perhaps occasional soldiers
and police officers, will use the Eren Ten.
And Lhis 1= not Bl!r:}'d.;u_."']l.. The jur_'.- iz still gat
on the Bren Ten, And it is lkely to remain
oLl

[t 5till seems o good iden: my CF 75 with
just g hit hetter cartridge, Bus until it comes
alomg, a gun that feels and shoods aF pond
a5 my O 75, with & cartridgs that 1'm sure
15 better, 'l stay with my CF $mm. The
Arnmy 16l @ peerfect cartridge, certninly not
A 1 percent stopper. But then no cartridgs
is, i|'|l:l|.|.-:1i:'|g the undried 10mm,

And if 1 didn’t haye my CZE T3, there ic
nothing wrong with the Coll .45 ACP, the
Browning Hi Power, and some of S&W s
best, They'se not perfect @ither, bt they've
been around a long tnee, we know prescy well
what thew'll do, and they do it reasonably
wizll,

Mew isn't necesaarlly better, just like old
isn’t necessarily bad.

.-%j‘

Crogsbalt firlng pin block safety on the
slida just abova safety iz both easily and
Inpdyvartantly activated, particula rly in
the stress of combat, effectively putting
the weapon out of action. Both muzzie
blaat and recoil of tha Bran

Tan are substontial,

SPECIFICATIONS

Polariefaciu rer Dormaus & Dixan Enterprises, lnc.
[ e [ Rt Bren Ten Special Forces Madel (5F)
TUVDE e me e cm e i it e v AR Gading: pistol
DpEration oo ve e s Doublessingle action

FUNCHON: .« cviieniiii s i ena BrOwning short recoil
ol e s e R e e e e Ty AL T
o T4 B (T T P R e e s B s 400 inches
CrveralE gt . o e e 737 inches
o e B LR e 5.50 inches
T [ gt ool Fo S Lt £ s i 1.25 inches
Weight dempiy] oot i R e T Wi Ly
Safeties .... Thumb [reversible), and firing pin black

T ki T | e e e e e R B inches
Sights ..., Adjustabledreplaceable, 3-dar comibat
Rifling ... .. "Power-Seal,” 5 grooves BRH. twist, 1in 15

SEOCks e L S TERtu e Black: nylan
[genuine Hooue combar grips)

T f A TR | o [ LR e s ey e 11 roumds
Drark fimsh (MModel-0) .. Parkerized hlack slides
black oxide Stainless frame

Light finish (Model-LYy oo oot o00 0 Mickel slides

Sfainless frame
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