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Chairman Jeff’s exclusive test
report on the gun most
likely to usherina new era

Somee vears back Wit Collins, whin was
ihen on the s1afl of Gers & Ammae magn
ying, published his  research into the
history  and  evolurion of lortv-caliber
pistol cartridges, culminating in an experi
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mental round which mated a shorensd 30
Remingtan Rifle case wilth the [80-grain
bullzt af the old Winchesier 28-40. This
wildear was fired From a much modified
Browning P-33 pnd achieved noiahis bal-

EN-TEN:

New Firepower to
' Challenge the

listics—a mumdest charpe of 61

grains of
Unigue reaching 1163 175 in just five
inghes.

Laler anodher investigator wiilized the
befied Weatherby 224 case in similar
fnshion and called the resull e 20 GE A,
Magnum,”' in current markeling jargon

Al a vinee when new (and woally pain-
less) cariridges appear almoar weekly one
may b forgiven o yawn al the debad of
yei another, but thar might be unwise in
this case. Unlike the greal majority of new
calibers, this ome has o real purpese and
an exciling future. N & dntended o re




plce bith the 9mm Parabellam and the
45 ACP=and it jus! miay!

Last year 1 wrote Lhat the PEF and the
Crech 75 needed only £ be prodoced in a
sericrus caliber o make them the wave
al the Muture'' —1he 75 as the Gnal MNower
of peoven desipn A the PSEF (" poeunialic
Sgpuceae pastol” ) as thie preat leap fosward.
The Czechs are ot abauol to Buald thewr
W75 b anything bul Yon, and while
ruriars abound F&K Matly deny any plans
I a nearor-caliber verston of ther saueeze
zuil.

TleE 1ume, howeser, is fully ripe, and 1wo
Calitornims—Tom Dornaus amd Mike
Dixon—lake leapl into the bresch and
Buill & msiol tha! shows smore promise
than anyiling sinee the year 1901, This the
feen Fen, There s one o vaur hivture.

Innmaddest chowugl i may seenn o5&y il
| creaned the mstrument by wlnch the e3-
sential gualiies of e combar pistol have

peen discovered, This was the program of

open, unresirecled, diversified, realisne,
camider  competition  now known as
“praciical pisel shootine.” 1 promored
and conducted the first maich, in 14954,
and was ultirnacely elected firsy president
of the Imernational Practical Shooting
Conlederanon in Salisbury in 1977,
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A unique feature s the instantly roplaceabla front sight, which may
be removed by field stripping.

Al the head of the frame, a two-stage detent offers the optien of full or
partial ejection of the magazine. The pistol is slightly smaller than the
1811 Al Caolt, with identical trigger reach when cocked.

Thouwgh [ am indecd prowd of 1his, §
sgaie it here onby 1o explain why Dixon
and Dornaus canme o e For counsel
when they dectded 1o desien the handgun
of 1the future. My studies have digilled
all & the discoveries o 1he past [weniy-
foar ears of practcal shooting, and e
Bren-Ten incorgoraies my conclusions

Superfieially the gheoe marrse the Crech
T8 10 the 0mmy aue pistol cansidge. b
in the process it has been so emensively
improved thar aboui all thal remains is
peneral configuration—and that is all 1o

the pocd sinee the consensus ssems 1o be
thas the 15 feels Betier in mos hands than
any other handgun. The Hren Ten leels
almest exact Iy like the 73,

Hawever, Iroan Lhad  pondl orewand,
though many standard chargclersene ne-
nsain, a oumber of radical feandres have
been added. The resalt & nor only a
weapon that has all the essennial elemen s
of o truly mo<lern sidearm bul s also
comipletely ready For service av i comes
al of e box, Bad pews for the gun
bugtchers!

I Bginy, the 10emm s pistol cartridge
15 a stmmger. 13 desgned performance stars
a Hkcaliter, ZMbgrain, JTC bullen at 1100
145, combining decisive power wilh sxcel
lent controllabiling. 185 ample impace arei
(135 a0, dnl) is sl eompatible with a
case narmow enoagl 14 ke accommodated
in adouble-row magaae thal holds twelve
rovnds withowr reguiring an - oversized
hixtt, s Haitcher PSP (using a k cstimane
of 105 is &, or slightly beticr than the
EACP. and ir petains more kinesie CSNETRY
al 1KY melers than the 4% shows af the
muzzle, For thoss who regard pelatin-
splash as the trus index of pistol power, &I
shawilel splash gzlatin all over the laboratory.
O¥F conarss i 1etally overwhelms the 9mm
Parabellum- canridge. lis  penetration
should prove adeguate without  being
excessive, while AP ammunition may casily
be developed 10 mest special requirements,

While range is nof n significant factor
in the performance of a combai pistol,
the trajectory of the 10is guite a bit flacer
than that of the 45, and itz superior pro-
jectile mass retgins its long-ranpe powser
hetter Than that of any mingr-caliber carn-
ridpe. {Acdditionally, it offers the Fringe
henefil of being legal in couniries such a5
Mesico and ltaly where miliary ammini-
ticem 15 forbiclelen .,

The decision was made (o introdues the
wedpan annd the cartridge simulcaneously,
ey while The prodoiype 1akes the 45 ACP
raand, the Bren Ten will nol be mpcde for
sale iy thal caliber, thoueh a ““Bren 45
may be produced oo fater dote,

The pistal is of normal size and weigh
tor a heavy-duly defensive sidearm, though
a small, single-column version @5 an the
drawing boards, together with a 22 con-
version umil. The prodolype weighs two
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punees less tham o Gowvernment Model
Calt, and its rench ([1he distanos bherween
the center af the trigeer and the forward
curve of the backstrop) is exactly that of
the 1411 A, with ils short trigeer,

The action is of the Browning short-
recoil tyvpe, with barrel il contralled by
A ¢am rather than alink,

The “*doubleaction'’ Iockwark really
1% slonekale, affording sither trigger-cocking
of Slide-cocking ot option, This is coming
1 be called “selective double-action.™
[ have scanl use [or ripger-cocking auto
patols, regarding them as “answers in
sgarch of 4 questian,” but to peopls whn
don't kanow miweh abowt shiooling {and that
incledes a majorly of purchasers) dhey
offer a distinet  1heoretical advantuge.
=0 the Bren Ten i a DA —selective, The
[rpmer &chon resembles thal of the Ce 75,
whitch s the best of the previous lod, The
cocking siroke 5 soweodbier and lighter than
expecred, anmnd the cacked leg-alt 1x excel-
lenr—3 Y5 pouncds and see-crisg.

The sights are fully adjustable, practically indestructible,
and eomplotaly dehornaed.

i

The pistal proves 1o be remarkably “soft™ in
shooting full charges due parily to the excellant
configuration derived from the Ciech 75,
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The thumb safety of the Cx 75 o one
of it5 besy Festtures, located Torward an the
small of the thumb, anc that [Gearion was
retaimed . Hlowever [and 4 lus 15 unigue) the
sitfety piece on the Bren Ten &5 manually
reveenifle. 10 may be swateled Trom right
side 1o lefe by seller er owner—withaue
ials. Begardless of what we see in comps-
litiem, ne one necds a safery on Sock sides
of a pktol, A ol speed sircke is only
performed with the master hand, and if
tsar is disabled the wenk hand can exsily
aperate the =afety of the Bren Ten with
the index finger, & reversible safefy is such
an ahvious desicerngum (one man t sty oF
sgven b5 lefi-handed) that one can only
reflect thot gen desipners==unlil now —
have never cansulied shooters. This ad-
vanced thumb: sifely systern eliminales any
need for i gripasialely, so none 5 incleded.

The maerzine release butlon. is ol the
Browning tvpe, and i does md reverse.
[Some southpaws do nod sesm 1o realize
that o butior on fhe port sade B caser
far them o operate than lor-a cipht-
hancler. ) A twosposition magasine delent 15
lncated under the starboard siock. by
mieans of which the magazine may sither
ke shot Free (as inoo compebnion Speed
lomel | or retained under slight Spring 1en-
sion abont thres nches oul, The Lailer
option &5 provided for people working
on boats ar in deep mod or sand, as well
as For those departoments which |l.'gar'd
droppeed misgizines as cavsa: for disciplinary
aelion. The magnzine itself is of quick
titkesclown despn ancd Gned with @ shock-
resislant foor plate.

The Barre]l bushing is threaded (o serew
it 1he stide and is locked in place by
the recobl-spring - plunger. The hbushing
lecks the fram sipght indae the.slide, 5o thal
the sipht b5 removable ard replaceahle on
licbd-strapping, The advantapes of thi
arrangement are obvious but | mas sare-
fully poimg our th it was el my adea.
Fom Dornags  dreamed @ up and |
thoroughly approve.

The sight picture is of the Vree-dors-
fun-horizontal alignment'’ pagesn plo-
niecred (and Then drogped) on the PSP,
Precision alignment & achieved by asharp
ratridge oo, and, Tor those who prefer
it, black-on-black is quickly obrainable
with i mandl brush:; but that row of three
white dods coes enable many people to
calch a fash sight-phetuee a shade quicker,
Cibwiomsly, i you wani to change front
sight color B0 30l your mood, youn gan
di so anyiine you disassemble the pisce.

The Fully adjustable rear sight is set into
g ol revelment which Forms o slight
swelling atop the rear of the slide, The
design shizlds the sight leal Trom blows
fram almost any direction and should
stand up well under wery sevgre Sorvice.,
This rear sight mounting, as well a5 the
erfire rear encd of the pisiol, is completely
e hormed . withoud sharp corners or
proqections of any kind i fear gither skin
or clothing. Flere again is an obvioos
feiure that nedady offered til now,

The tecoil spring suide incorporates &
ragesize serowedriver By means of which
detailec siripping and sight adinsiment
miy he effecied—another Forward step—

in offering a reversible safely which can be installed in either
sicle of the weapon without tools,

and the magazine fAoeorplale Nange 55 used
o 52l up and release Lhe barrel bushing
by way of radial slols mkled inro the laceer

Maturally, the *‘bure’’ lammer and
backsirap Lang are =0 arranged a5 o makc
HUhammer-baie ™ impossible.

Maturally, & smoothly desipned conical
lanvard loop is lecated on the heel of the
bue. A

Matwrally, alsa, the entire picce is msle
of misi-free allovs,

Thers is ne mapazine disconnescior,
which device has proven o he not only
no guaranie: of safe hamidling but also &
distinctly hazardous feature wder certain
canditians,

The whaole cancept of a very powerlsl
wed ensily conirollabie service sidearn of
Large magazine capacity and incorporaling
all those Feajures which have been Tound
necdiul over a guarter century of “*hattle
practice™ is very exciting. [E 1his conoepl
can ke effectunted by mass productian @l
reasanable cost theresults will he revol
tionary. 1 have thrown out Teelers aver-
seas and the response has been galvinic.
The question is, however, whether this
piszal replly cam be =g produced. 1 have
cramined, and fired, the profodype—and
it works fine. 1t looks expensive, bul Dixon
and Domaes assure me thao prodection
costs can he drassically redeced by means
of compuier technoelogy if a proper Starl
s made. and that they have workexd out
plans which largely eliminale labor cosls.
Canld be, We pre shooling for 2 retail
price of 3450 —in 1980 dollars,

felinkility and- dorability muosd reman
unproven for a time, The lizse prodaction
uns will hold misfunctions fo sne-1n-one-
thousand—minus—ar they will not he
sodd, bt i will take years 1o buikd o repus
ration to maich thal of the vencraled
Brownings. Still, the feeding and locking
syaieins of the Bren Ten are preity con-
venitonal, There s no reason why they
alspuld wer work,

Duarabilicy can be proprammed, ab leas
i 1he shore-term sense. Carelul amalysis
can anticipaie most siresses, and if weak
poils 1aen wp they can be strenethened.

A3 the auithor of the concept 1 am
naturally enthusiastic, bui | must goard
against  wnsceniralled  oplimism.  For
crample, the trigeer on the profofype
was excellent, but uniil every piece rolling
o1 the liee his one like il exuliion wall
B premnrure,

I s not possikle ai this poinl ta an-
naunce a preduction dite, A seconad pro-
ledvpe, in 1mim, is being handmade s
[ write, but the ammuonition for it is not
viel available exeepl experimentally. When
el combinatlon has -keen  thoroughly
pested an Sunsiie (this winter [ hopeh it will
be Linwe 1o run of 30 pre-prodection units
Lo test prodection methods and o serve
as demonsirators, Only when those have
saoed up 0 severe serviee lesting will orders
be awlale.

Mevertheless the Bren Ten s g hright
tight on Lhe horizon, I could be the dawn
afanewera, and 1 donon say that caredessly.
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